National Standards for Religious Education

This is a document that is being worked on by the RE Council of Britain and various of it's
member groups. The first edition came out in July 2023 and the final report is due around
May 2024.

It is a document for curriculum designers and SACREs when making a new syllabus. It is
endeavouring to bring the standard of RE up across the country. Each SACRE in each local
authority must provide an Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education and there is currently no
National curriculum for RE. As a result, the quality of different syllabuses is different
depending on where you are. Some of the RE syllabuses only give details of a list of key
points for each faith or world view which must be taught. Others give much more help in the
form of units of work, suggested resources and where to find them, and suggested ways of
assessing.

Since OFSTED removed to need to have assessment levels schools have been trying to
organise their own assessment criteria and activities. Some syllabuses help with this by
giving guideline.

The National Standard document hopes to improve the situation by giving a standard which
pupils would be expected to meet at the end of each key stage.

It also calls for the Government to have a refreshed vision for the subject, based on a
religion and worldviews approach. So, through careful selection of knowledge for the
curriculum, the subject will explore the nature of religion and worldviews, and the important
role that religious and non-religious worldviews play in all human life. There are currently
many laws around the teaching of religious education but no powers for these to be enacted
properly. It is also hoped that ‘to support the above two recommendations, a sustained
programme of investment in teacher education, linked to the early career framework and
ongoing professional development is required. For this reason, is it proposed: a. that the
proportion of lessons of secondary RE/education in religion and worldviews taught by people
who are trained to teach the subject is increased by reintroducing bursaries and other
measures to recruit trainees b. that those training as primary teachers have sufficient
RE/education in religion and worldviews specific training to feel confident in the classroom c.
that financial investment is made in regional RE/education in religion and worldviews hubs to
extend opportunities for schools and teachers to draw upon relevant expertise in their region
including through local communities of religion or belief.’

For further information the link to the 2023 document is

National content standard for Religious education IN England
(religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk)

See the next page for frequently asked questions on this document.


https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/rec/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/National-Content-Standard-for-Religious-Education-for-England.pdf
https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/rec/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/National-Content-Standard-for-Religious-Education-for-England.pdf




